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Thursday Night Life Small Group Study 

Back to Basics: Foundation For Christian Living 

Faith, Fear, Family, Finances & Forgiveness 

WEEK 3: Family 

By Pastor Kan'Dace L. Brock, Lead Pastor  

 
Purpose of Study: The purpose of this study is to examine the basics of the Christian 
Faith. As a Christian it is important that one understands the fundamental principles of 
their faith in order to articulate it to self and others.   

Schedule of Study: 

Week 1-Sept. 2nd: Faith  

Week 2-Sept. 9th: Fear 

Week 3-Sept. 16th: Family 
Week 4-Sept. 23rd: Finances 

Week 5-Sept. 30th: Forgiveness 
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Opening Question:  What is your definition of Family?  

 

"The family is one of nature's masterpieces." –George Santayana 

 

Family, according to Britannica.com, is:1: 

"..A group of persons united by the ties of marriage, blood, or adoption, constituting a 
single household and interacting with each other in their respective social positions, 
usually those of spouses, parents, children, and siblings." 

Types of family units: 

1. Nuclear Family- the oldest type of family unit   
2. Extended Family- nuclear in addition to married children, their spouses, their 

children, grandparents, aunts, uncles, and cousins. THE MOST COMMON IN 
THE WORLD.  

3. Blended Family- the merging of two families due to marriage.  
4. Single parent family- a parent raising their child/ren without the presence of the 

children's other parent 
5. Grandparent family- grandparent raisings their grandchildren  
6. Childless family-a couple without children. 
7. Family by Choice- "Family by Choice can include adopted children, live-in 

partners, kin of each member of the household, and close friends. Increasingly 
Family by Choice is being practiced by unmarried people and families who move 
away from the consanguine family".2 
 

QUESTION: According to the types of family units listed above, which one best 
describes you and your Family? 

 

Purpose of the Family: 

1. Socialization 

2. Emotional education and support  

3. Psychological security  

                                                             
1 Family., https://www.britannica.com/topic/family-kinship 
2 https://courses.lumenlearning.com/culturalanthropology/chapter/types-of-families/ 
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4. Humanitarian activities 

5. Economics  

 

 

Traditional View of the Family 

Western View- Patriarchal or male-dominated (similar to the Biblical model) "head of 
household." 

Some cultures ascribe to a matriarchal view where lineage is traced through the mother.  

Over time, the Family has evolved and reflects more of an extended family composition 
than a nuclear family.  

 

Bible and Family Life 

The Family was one of the first institutions God implemented. God looked at Adam and 
said- "It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him." 
(Genesis 2:18 NIV) 

The first Family- Adam and Eve  

Children: Cain and Abel  
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Noah and the Ark: God told Noah to take his Family on board the ark,along with two of 
every animal. While some did not agree or understand what God was doing, Noah's 
Family was spared and able to live after the storm.  

Job and his Family: Job and his wife had a large family, but lost it all.Wife remained with 
Job but insisted that he curse God. Job refused and the Lord blessed him double for the 
trouble he went through.  

Mary and Joseph: the earthy parents of Jesus.  

Hannah and her son Samuel: Hannah was part of a culturally accepted family with 
multiple wives. She was unable to bear children early in the marriage, but God blessed 
her to have a son she prayed for years.  

Abraham and Sarah: Older parents who God blessed with a child, whom they named  
Isaac. 

Isaac and Rebekah: Married and had twins, Esau and Jacob, whom fought in and out of 
the womb.  

 

Family: 

o Is not perfect 
o Have fallouts 
o Is Fun 
o Can be frustrated 
o Can be faithful to one another 

Scriptures on Family: 

 Exodus 20:12 
 Colossians 3:13 
 Psalm 133:1 
 Psalm 127:3-5 
 Romans 12:5,9 
 2 Kings 13:23 
 Genesis 2: 20-25; 4:1 
 Joshua 7:10,15,24-25 
 John 13:34–35 
 1 John 4:11 

 

Closing Prayer: Dear Lord, thank you for the gift of Family. It is through the institution 
of Family that we learn to love, live, and be with one another. While we know no family 
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is perfect, we know that we serve a perfect God. Allow us to love our Family like You 
first loved us.  In Jesus' name, AMEN! 

 

"You don't choose your Family. They are God's gift to you, as you are to 
them." –Desmond Tutu 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


